CHAPTER V
LONDON,   WOOLWICH,   AND   THE   C.O.S.
A once established opinion, however delusive, can hold its own front from
age to age.—sir E. B. tylor.
the change from the restricted life of a Midland town to the wider
opportunities of London was both welcome and, for a time, dis-
concerting. The warmer temper and the busier life of the metro-
polis helped to create in me the feeling that a new, and perhaps
kindlier, chapter in my life had begun. Removed from the old
environment I felt a refreshing sense of relief. This feeling of
liberation is probably experienced by every young man when he
goes forth alone into the world to stand or fall by his own energies
and will. Be that as it may, the spell which London put upon me
was immediate and decisive, and it has persisted undiminished to
this day. I have known people who yearned for the pleasures and
experiences of other cities and lands, but London has always been
good enough for me; and I seldom return to it, after even a short
absence, without experiencing something of the excitement that
was associated with my first visit to its teeming streets. To live
and work in London meant that I should be able to see, and hear
speak, men with national reputations, and that new opportunities
for self-development would present themselves.
There was also the attraction of the work to which I had been
called. I knew, far better than any economist in the land, what
poverty and unemployment meant in physical and mental suffering;
but there were other phases of the problem which could be fully
understood only by personal contact with many of its victims, and
the work of the Charity Organization Society provided the oppor-
tunity for obtaining this understanding. The meagre wages of
twenty-five shillings per week that I was paid required that every
penny of personal expenditure should be subjected to the closest
scrutiny, for I began my life in London with a rule which I have
never broken, viz. that no matter how small might be the margin
of my income when bare physical needs had been provided for, a
calculated portion of it should be set apart as a reserve for any
69

